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Churches that Pray Together
Stay Together

* Acts 2:42 - And they devoted themselves to the apostles'
teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the

prayers.

* Hebrews 10:24-25 - And let us consider how to stir up one
another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another,
and all the more as you see the Day drawing neatr.



Fellowship, Unity, Boldness

o Acts 4:29-31 - And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your
servants to continue to speak your word with all boldness, 30 while you
stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed
through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 31 And when they had
prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and

they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word
of God with boldness.

e Acts 4:32 - Now the full number of those who believed were of one
heart and soul, and no one said that any of the things that belonged to
him was his own, but they had everything in common.



Fellowship Unity Boldness

.I.

Pray Together
Read Together
Love Together
"‘Worship Together
Grow Together



Prayer — Casualties and Trust in the Lord

* Acts 12:1-5 - About that time Herod the king laid violent hands
on some who belonged to the church. 2 He killed James the
brother of John with the sword, 3 and when he saw that it
pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. This was
during the days of Unleavened Bread. 4 And when he had
seized him, he put him in prison, delivering him over to four
squads of soldiers to guard him, intending after the Passover to
bring him out to the people. 5 So Peter was kept in prison, but
earnest prayer for him was made to God by the church.



Spiritual Wartare

e Ephesians 6:10-12 - Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength
of his might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able
to stand against the schemes of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities,

against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.

e 2 Timothy 3:12 - Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ
Jesus will be persecuted,
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Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand Io{l;’ God so that at the proper

time he may exalt you, 7 casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for
you. 8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like
a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 Resist him, firm in your faith,
knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your

brotherhood throughout the world. 1 Peter 5:6-9




Not Destroyed

* 2 Corinthians 4:8-10 - We are afflicted in every way, but not
crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9 persecuted, but
not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 10 always
carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus
may also be manifested in our bodies.



Prayer — Protects and Rescues

* Acts 12:6-9 - Now when Herod was about to bring him out, on that very
night, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains,
and sentries before the door were guarding the prison. 7 And behold, an
angel of the Lord stood next to him, and a light shone in the cell. He
struck Peter on the side and woke him, saying, “Get up quickly.”” And the
chains fell off his hands. 8 And the angel said to him, “Dress yourself
and put on your sandals.” And he did so. And he said to him, “Wrap your
cloak around you and follow me.” 9 And he went out and followed him.
He did not know that what was being done by the angel was real, but
thought he was seeing a vision.



Prayer — Opens the Iron Gates to Freedom

* Acts 12:10-11 - When they had passed the first and the second
guard, they came to the iron gate leading into the city. It opened
for them of its own accord, and they went out and went along
one street, and immediately the angel left him. 11 When Peter
came to himself, he said, “Now I am sure that the Lord has sent
his angel and rescued me from the hand of Herod and from all
that the Jewish people were expecting.”




e Colossians 4:2-4 - Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving. 3
At the same time, pray also for us, that God may open to us a door for the word, to declare
the mystery of Christ, on account of which I am in prison— 4 that I may make it clear,

which is how I ought to speak. . e ——— —
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3 Ways Prayer Helps Church Growth

. Prayer Brings Unity to the Church

. Prayer Focuses the Church’s Efforts

. Prayer Creates a Sense of Community



Prayer — Brings the Captured Home

* Acts 12:12-17 - When he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the
mother of John whose other name was Mark, where many were gathered
together and were praying. 13 And when he knocked at the door of the
gateway, a servant girl named Rhoda came to answer. 14 Recognizing
Peter's voice, in her joy she did not open the gate but ran in and reported
that Peter was standing at the gate. 15 They said to her, “You are out of
your mind.” But she kept insisting that it was so, and they kept saying, “It
is his angell” 16 But Peter continued knocking, and when they opened,
they saw him and were amazed. 17 But motioning to them with his hand
to be silent, he described to them how the Lord had brought him out of
the prison. And he said, “Tell these things to James and to the brothers.
”Then he departed and went to another place.



One Voice Glority God

* Romans 15:1-7 - We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the
failings ot the weak, and not to please ourselves. 2 Let each of us please
his neighbor for his good, to build him up. 3 For Christ did not please
himself, but as it is written, ““T'he reproaches of those who reproached
you fell on me.” 4 For whatever was written in former days was written
for our instruction, that through endurance and through the
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the God of
endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with
one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6 that together you may with
one voice glority the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7
Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the

glory of God.
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